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132Text Correspondence 

Peace and blessings. My name is Saabir Lockett. I am a West
Oakland resident and father of my two year old son. I have lived
at 7th and Peralta, near the proposed site for this project, for the
past 5 years. I serve as the director of the Faith Alliance for a
Moral Economy (FAME), which is an initiative of The East Bay
Alliance for a Sustainable Economy (EBASE). FAME is a network
of clergy, spiritual leaders, and people of faith whose mission is to
educate and mobilize our communities of faith to stand with
low-wage workers and residents and raise a strong moral voice
and provide accompaniment for those struggling for social
change and economic justice. For the past 16 months, I have also
served on the Steering Committee of the City-sponsored
community bene�ts public process for the Howard Terminal
project. Speci�cally, I co-chaired the Jobs and Economic
Development topic cohort, which issued recommendations
around living wage job standards, local and fair chance hiring
practices, and resources for small, locally owned businesses. In
my time as a steering committee member, we did not receive
any overview or analysis of the EIR for this project. In fact, if I
wasn’t part of Oakland United, I would not have had the time or
personal capacity to review this gargantuan 6,000 page report
on my own, simply because I am busy working full time, raising
my son and attending to other responsibilities. I know that if this
is the case for me, it is likely the case for many of my neighbors
who probably haven’t been able to review, understand, and
digest what is in this report. Oakland United and a number of our
community allies requested an extension of the comment period
to allow more time for the public to take in this information, but
the Mayor and city administration did a disservice to the public
by not granting the maximum amount of time possible to read
and understand the report. I am here today to express my deep
concerns about the potential repercussions of this project. For far
too long, West Oakland communities have dealt with the
consequences of environmental racism by being subjected to
unhealthy air quality and toxic pollution. I myself suffer from
asthma and I worry about my son’s health, and his exposure to
harmful particulates in the air, especially since he’s still so young,
and his body is developing. If this project is approved, it will
inevitably have signi�cant and unavoidable impacts, both during
the construction phase, and during the on-going operations
throughout the life of the project. These impacts stem from
vehicles and mobile sources producing harmful air pollutants.
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